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LESSON 1 

INTRODUCING THE JOURNEY1 
Exploring Membership at Grace Christian Fellowship 

 
Before starting, take 10-15 minutes getting to know other people in the course! 
 

What is the purpose of this course?  

a) Introducing you to the journey 

i) This course is designed to introduce you to Grace Christian Fellowship.  We’ve 
chosen the metaphor of a journey for this course, because the Christian life itself is 
a journey:  it has a purpose and direction, and it involves a process—one that will 
not be complete until we are in the presence of the Lord.   

ii) Well, we begin a “journey” today:  This weekend we invite you to join us for what we 
hope will be a clear and informative overview of this church in order to answer such 
important questions as “What does it look like to follow Christ at Grace Christian 
Fellowship?” and “What can I hope to experience by being a member of this 
church?”    

b) Informing you about the journey 

i) Discovering what church God would have us in is a very important matter.  There is 
certain necessary information that a person should know prior to making the 
decision to join a particular church.  Along this journey, we hope to serve you by 
providing such information, which will span the following areas:  

(1) Our Doctrine:  “What do we believe?”  “What Biblical values inform our practices 
as a church?”  Nothing is more important in the Christian life than what one 
believes, and so this course will inform you as to our core beliefs and 
commitments as a church. 

(2) Our Church Culture:  “What does participation in Grace Christian Fellowship 
look like?”  “What avenues exist for worship, growth, and service?”  Simply 
professing certain beliefs is not enough.  Our beliefs must find expression in 
Biblical practice.  This course seeks to acquaint you with what life in this church 
looks like, and what your participation here would involve.   

(3) Our Organization:  “How is this church structured?”  “Who are its pastors?”  
“How does membership function in this church?”  Scripture is clear that God 
Himself joins people together in the body of Christ, and that God establishes 

                                                        
1The content of these six lectures has been slightly modified to suit the needs of GCF.  They were 
originally put together by Jeff Purcwell (Dean of the Sovereign Grace Ministries Pastor’s College) 
for the new member’s class at Covenant Life Church in Gaithersburg MD.   



leadership for the care and equipping of His people.  Important issues 
concerning organization, pastoral ministry, and membership will also be 
covered in this course. 

c) Inspiring you for the journey 

(1) For those who desire to be part of this church, we hope that you will be not only 
informed, but also inspired as to the role that God would have you play.  
Participation in a local church is not merely an obligation of Christians, but is a 
joyful privilege in which we glorify God through fruitful service in the context of 
meaningful relationships with other believers. 

(2) In short, we want to provide you with all the information necessary for you to 
make an intelligent decision about membership here at Grace Christian 
Fellowship.  It is our desire and privilege to help you determine if God is leading 
you to become a part of this local church.  Ultimately, we desire to do all we can 
to encourage you in your relationship with Jesus Christ, and critical to that 
relationship is finding your place of participation and service within His body, 
the church.  We are excited to see what God will teach you and how He will lead 
you through this “journey.” 

 

2) How will the course work?  

a) Format of the course 

Friday:  

6:00pm – 7:00pm   Dinner 

7:00pm – 8:00pm   Session 1 Introduction 

8:00pm – 9:00pm   Session 2 The Importance of the Church 

 

Saturday: 

8:30am  - 9:00am     Breakfast 

9:00am  - 10:00am  Session 3 The Gospel 

10:00am -11:00am Session 4 Response to the Gospel 

11:00am -12:00pm Session 5 Relationships 

12:00pm -12:30pm  Lunch 

12:30pm -1:30pm  Session 6 Stewardship 

 

 

 



b) Participation in the course: 

Reading:  We will not be able to cover all of the addenda and other printed materials 
during the class.  Please read the notebook, especially the documents at the end.  You 
will be asked in your new member’s interview if you read these documents.   

c) We hope to make this weekend as informative and enjoyable as possible.  Our prayer is 
that this journey will bring you a deeper love for the Savior and greater clarity as to His 
will for your life. 

d) Over the six sessions, we will be examining many different facets of the church’s beliefs 
and practices.  At this point, we’d like to provide an overview of the overall structure 
and leadership of the church.   

 

3) Introducing the purpose of Grace Christian Fellowship 

“Grace Christian Fellowship exists to Glorify God by forming Christ in a growing church!” 

We believe God has called every church to be involved in three specific ministries.  
These three ministries (worship, discipleship, and evangelism) must be functioning for 
a New Testament church to fulfill her God given mission of glorifying the Father.  

i) “GCF exists to Glorify God” (ministry to God in corporate worship) -  (1 Cor 
10:31)  

(1) All of life is to be one giant act of worship for the glory of God!  In this sense 
everything the church does (worship, discipleship, and evangelism) should 
Glorify God.  

(2) Sunday morning worship: This is our one opportunity each week to gather as an 
entire community and be built together through worship, the teaching of God’s 
word, and fellowship. 

(3) Music team, Production Booth  

 

ii) “By Forming Christ”  (ministry to believers in discipleship) - Gal 4:19  

(1) Home groups that regularly meet in homes are a primary context for members 
of the church to apply God’s word, build relationships, and serve each other.   

(2) Christian Education (Adult Sunday School)  
(3) Nursery & Children’s Sunday School 
(4) Women’s Bible Study   
(5) Hospitality ministry 
(6) Outreach Team 
(7) Worship Team 
(8) Production booth 
(9) Security 



iii) “In a growing church” (ministry to the lost in evangelism)- (Invest and 
Invite)…Matt 28:18-20  

Our wide variety of ministry allows members to participate in the fulfillment of our 
church’s mission by serving and utilizing their individual gifts.   

 

4. Introducing the Core values of GCF that help us fulfill our purpose! 
(Please refer to the Appendix B: GCF By-Laws for the Core values of 
GCF)  

a. The Glory of God is Primary 
b. God displayed His glory at the cross 
c. Humility is a crucial virtue 
d. The Importance of the Local Church 
e. Biblical Men and Women’s Roles 
f. The importance of the Great Commission   

 

5. Leadership at Grace Christian Fellowship 

a. Leadership and direction for the church is provided by a team of elders led by 
the Senior Pastor.  Over the course of our time together, you will be meeting the 
elders who serve in this church. 

i. Senior Pastor/Elder: Bill Farley   
ii. North Campus Pastor/Elder: David Farley  

iii. Elder/Associate Pastor: Dave Nelson 
iv. Elder/Associate Pastor: Jeff Brinkman 
v. Elder/Pastor-in-Training: John Kershinar 

vi. Elder: Mark Williams  
vii. Elder: Jim Spurgetis  

viii. Elder: Dan King 

b. Deacons: The office of Deacon, unlike the office of Elder, is not permanent. 
Deacons serve in a position as long as the job/position exists.   
 

6. How would I become a member of Grace Christian Fellowship? 

While it does require a process, becoming a member of Grace Christian Fellowship involves 
just a few straightforward requirements: 

a. A clear testimony of personal faith in Jesus Christ. 
b. Successful completion of the New Members’ Class. 
c. Support of the church’s membership statement of faith.   



d. You are in agreement with the church membership agreement, by-laws, 
statement on church discipline, and Position Paper on Contemporary 
Ethical Issues, which is expressed with your signature.  

e. Regular attendance of the Sunday morning meeting. 
f. Active exploration of Home groups until you find one in which you can fully 

participate. 
g. A meeting with a leader to discuss church membership. 

Upon completion of these requirements, you will be welcomed into membership with other 
new members during the Sunday morning meeting.  These “welcomes” are joyous 
opportunities to introduce new members to the church, and the church to new members, 
and are always highlights for us as a church! 

 

7. Our Primary Desire 

Again, thank you for your interest in exploring Grace Christian Fellowship.  We are truly 
honored that you would take the time to learn more about us as a church.  Although we do 
hope that you will find in this church a home where you can thrive, our primary concern is 
not that you become a part of this church, but that you become a part of some church.  It is 
our desire that you develop a Biblical, enthusiastic conviction about the importance of 
active involvement in the local church, and with this conviction find a church home where 
you can worship God, grow in your relationship with Him, and serve in ways that glorify 
Him.  If that church home proves to be Grace Christian Fellowship, then it will be our joy to 
serve with you.  In any event, we count your presence here a privilege, and look forward to 
serving you as you embark upon this journey.    
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LESSON 2 

THE PURPOSE OF THE JOURNEY 
God’s Glory In and Through the Church 

 

1) Why Is the Church Important? 

As we begin this journey of exploring Grace Christian Fellowship, it seems best (as with any 
journey) to orient ourselves first to the purpose and destination of our journey—where we 
are going and why we are going there.  When it comes to the Christian life, the question of 
the church’s importance is perhaps one that too often is overlooked.  The idea of “church” is 
often just assumed: churches persist, church members regularly (or not so regularly) attend, 
and things proceed on course.  But how often do we stop and think, “Why is the church so 
important?  What is the purpose of the church?”  The answer to such questions will provide 
us both direction for how churches should build and encouragement to be faithful as we 
play our part in the body of Christ. 

In this session, we will explore the “big picture” of God’s purpose in the church at large, the 
critical role that the local church plays in God’s purposes, as well as the overall vision of this 
particular local church.  In so doing, we will hopefully see more clearly the glorious purposes 
God has for His church and the wonderful privilege our participation in this journey truly is.   

a) The ultimate purpose of the church:  The ultimate purpose of the people of God is 
the glory of God. 

i) The Bible is clear that mankind stands in rebellion against God.  However, 
throughout history God has made Himself known to people, called them to Himself, 
and gathered them together to worship Him and bring glory to His name. 

(a) Exodus 19:4-6: “You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I 
bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. Now therefore, if you will 
indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured 
possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me 
a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”2 

(b) Ezekiel 36:22-26, 28: “Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, O house of 
Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name  
. . . . And I will vindicate the holiness of my great name. . . . And the nations will 
know that I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I vindicate 
my holiness before their eyes. I will take you from the nations and gather you 
from all the countries and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean 
water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleanness, and from all your 
idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put 

                                                        
2 Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good New Publishers.  Used by 
permission.  All rights reserved. 



within you. . . . You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you 
shall be my people, and I will be your God.” 

ii) Believers living after Christ have the even greater privilege of joining together to 
enjoy and proclaim the pinnacle of God’s saving acts:  the death of Christ on the 
cross for our sins. 

(a) Ephesians 1:3-8: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even 
as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption through Jesus 
Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, 
with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his 
grace, which he lavished upon us.” 

(b) 1 Peter 2:9-10: “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of 
him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you 
were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, 
but now you have received mercy.” 

b) The exclusive role of the church:  The church is God’s chosen means for carrying 
out His purposes until He returns. He has ordained no other organization or 
structure for this purpose. 

i) Matthew 16:18: “I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 

ii) 1 Timothy 3:15:  “. . . if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct 
themselves in God's household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and 
foundation of the truth.” (NIV) 

 

2) Why should I join a local church?   

Why go to all this trouble to learn about this church?  Does it really matter if I actually join a 
church?  Am I not already a member of “the church”?  Isn’t my personal relationship with 
Jesus what really matters?  Such questions are common, and not altogether surprising given 
our individualistic culture and natural tendency towards independence.  However, such 
questions also reveal a misunderstanding about the church and God’s purposes in and 
through the church.  The Scriptures make it clear: 

God’s specific purposes for His people are accomplished as individuals join 
themselves to and participate in local churches.  While all genuine believers are 
members of the universal body of Christ, they are to express this tangibly through 
membership in a specific local church. 

Here are eight reasons why we believe every Christian should become a member of a local 
church: 



1. Church membership was the clear practice of the early church. 

a. Acts 2:47:  “And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being 
saved.”  (Converts were “added” to a specific group of fellow believers.) 

b. Acts 5:13:  “None of the rest dared join them, but the people held them in high 
esteem.” (Believers were a discernable group of people to whom other believers 
“joined” themselves.) 

c. 1 Corinthians 12:18: “But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of 
them, as he chose.” 

2. Church membership is the necessary condition for pastoral care.  

a.  In other words, church membership enables the pastors to know who they are 
charged by God to care for.  

b. Acts 20:28:  “Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the 
Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained 
with his own blood.” (Pastors are responsible to care for an identifiable group of 
people, and they will give an account for those committed to their care.) 

3. Church membership is the assumed context for church discipline. We encourage 
everyone to read our statement on Church Discipline. 

a. Matthew 18:15-17:  “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, 
between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if 
he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be 
established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, 
tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as 
a Gentile and a tax collector.” 

b. This verse (Matthew 18:15-17) and 1 Corinthians 5 both describe situations in 
which believers are to confront other believers who are persisting in a sinful 
way of life.  This can only refer to a situation in which Christians are joined 
together in an identifiable membership that is committed to live a godly 
lifestyle distinct from the world. 

c. All believers are called to model, encourage, and protect Biblical standards of 
godliness.  This includes, when necessary, the administering of church discipline 
in cases of unrepentant believers in a Biblical and redemptive manner.3   

4. Church membership is the clear implication of Biblical metaphors describing the church. 

a. The primary NT metaphors for the church—body (1 Cor. 12:27), temple (Eph. 
2:21), household (1 Tim. 3:15), and flock (Acts 20:28)—have as a key 
characteristic the idea of separate individuals joined together into a single 
entity. 

                                                        
3 Grace Christian Fellowship’s policy for handling church discipline is in the appendix. 



b. “God has given us four pictures of the church, not one.  This is not just to 
emphasize and prove the point by repetition, but also to say four different 
things about what it means to be a member of a church.  To be a stone in his 
temple means to belong to a worshipping community.  To be a part of a body 
means to belong to a living, functioning, serving, witnessing community.  To be 
a sheep in the flock means belonging to a community dependent on him for 
food, protection, and direction.  To be a member of a family is to belong to a 
community bound by a common fatherhood.  Put together you have the main 
functions of an individual Christian.  Evidently we are meant to fulfill these not 
on our own but together in the church. Now can you see the answer to the 
question why you should join a church?” 4 Eric Lane 

5. Church membership is essential for our witness to the world-  

a. 1 Corinthians 5 where Paul writes to the Corinthian church.   “It is actually 
reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that does not 
occur even among pagans: A man has his father’s wife.  And you are proud!  
Shouldn’t you rather have been filled with grief and have put out of your 
fellowship the man who did this?”  

b. Church membership enables the church to discipline sinners and avoid the 
charge of being hypocrites.  Without membership, false professors could roam 
from church to church, living lives of sin with no one to discipline them for 
smearing the gospel of Christ.  

6. Church membership is vital to our spiritual health and growth. 

a. Ephesians 4:15-16: “Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every 
way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held 
together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, 
makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.” (Without being joined 
together with other believers, we will lack the strength and nourishment that 
each member—including ourselves—is to supply.) 

7. Church membership identifies us with Christ and His people. 

a. Mark 8:38:  “For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 
sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the 
glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 1 John 2:19:  “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of 
us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain 
that they all are not of us.” 

8. Church membership enables us to glorify God. 

                                                        
4 G. Eric Lane, I Want to Be a Church Member (Bryntirion, Wales: Evangelical Press of Wales, 
1992), 21.   
  Quoted in Donald S. Whitney, Spiritual Disciplines Within the Church: Participating Fully in the 
Body of  
  Christ (Chicago: Moody Press, 1996), 49. 



a. 1 Peter 4:10-11:  “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good 
stewards of God's varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; 
whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in 
everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and 
dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 

b. “I know there are some who say, ‘Well, I have given myself to the Lord, but I do 
not intend to give myself to any church.’  Now, why not?  ‘Because I can be a 
Christian without it.’  Are you quite clear about that?  You can be as good a 
Christian by disobedience to your Lord’s commands as by being obedient?  
There is a brick.  What is it made for?  To help build a house.  It is of no use for 
that brick to tell you that it is just as good a brick while it is kicking about on the 
ground as it would be in the house.  It is a good-for-nothing brick.  So you 
rolling-stone Christians, I do not believe that you are answering your purpose.  
You are living contrary to the life which Christ would have you live, and you are 
much to blame for the injury you do.”5 — Charles Spurgeon 

 

3) Why should I join this church? 

a) We don’t automatically assume that you should!  However, we’re grateful to God that 
you are interested in exploring this, and want to do all we can to help you make an 
informed decision as to whether God would have you join us at Grace Christian 
Fellowship. 

b) While we’ll be spending the weekend surveying specific beliefs and practices of Grace 
Christian Fellowship, this session we simply want to sketch a general portrait of these 
distinctives. This will give you a broad perspective of the church and prepare you for 
what you can expect in coming sessions. 

 

4) What kind of church are we? 

This is a common and natural question.  Although labels can at times be misleading, 
there are certain general characteristics of our church that are helpful to know.   

a) We are evangelical:  this basically means two things:  (1) we believe that the Bible is 
God’s word and is therefore our final authority in all matters of life and doctrine, and 
(2) we believe people need to be saved from God’s judgment by responding to the gospel 
of Jesus Christ.   

b) We are essentially Reformed in our theology:  This means that we embrace the 
general tenets of Reformed theology, a view of the teaching of Scripture that places God 

                                                        
5 Wayne A. Mack and David Swaverly, Life in the Father’s House: A Member’s Guide to the Local 
Church  
  (Phillipsburg, NF: P&R Publishing, 1996) 21-22.  Quoting Charles Spurgeon, Spurgeon at His 
Best,  
  comp. Tom Carter (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1998), 33-34. 



at the center of all things, and places emphasis on the activity of God and the glory of 
God in saving sinners.   

c) We are non-cessationists:  This means that we believe in the present-day work of the 
Holy Spirit in the many ways that the Spirit is described and manifested in Scripture.  
(spend some time dispelling the misconceptions of charismania)  

d) We are Complimentarian:  In other words we firmly believe that Men and Women are 
both made in the image of God therefore they are equal in value.  We also believe that 
God’s word teaches us that though Men and Women are equal in value they have 
different functions.  Because God designed men and women to be different in function 
we believe that men and women compliment one another in their different functions.   
(please listen to tape by Jeff Purswell on this topic to understand our position better)   

e) We can also be identified by our core values (refer to Appendix B)  

 

5) To find out more about the specifics of what GCF believes please look 
at the Appendix B in the back of your booklet.  

 

6) The Church:  Dear to God and Dear to Us  

i) As we have said before, our main concern is not whether you become part of Grace 
Christian Fellowship, but that you become a part of a church. Ultimately, this is not 
an issue of our personal preference or convenience, but of the glory of God.  We 
exist for His glory, and Scripture is clear that God desires to make His glory known 
through the church.  This is why the church—the gathering of God’s redeemed—is 
so dear to Him.  We trust it will become dear to you as well. 

ii) “If I had never joined a church till I had found one that was perfect, I should never 
have joined one at all. And the moment I did join it, if I had found one, I should 
have spoiled it, for it would not have been a perfect church after I had become a 
member of it. Still, imperfect as it is, it is the dearest place on earth to us.” 6 — 
Charles Spurgeon 

  

                                                        
6 Charles Spurgeon, thegracetabernacle.org/quotes/quotes.html. 



LESSON 3 

THE BEGINNING OF THE JOURNEY 
The Gospel 

 

It comes as a surprise to many to learn how very different Christianity is from other religions; at 
its core, it isn’t about morality, or philosophy, or self-fulfillment.  Rather, it’s about news—good 
news.  The greatest news that the world has ever heard.  In fact, the word “gospel” literally 
means “good news,” and it is this news that stands at the center of the Christian faith, and 
should be the informing core of the Christian life.  It is what the apostle Paul called a matter “of 
first importance” (1 Corinthians 15:3). 

The gospel stands at the beginning of our journey, for it is truly the beginning of any Christian’s 
journey.  What exactly is this “main thing”?  What is this good news?  In this lesson, we will seek 
both to understand and better appreciate the wonderful news of the gospel. 

 

1) Man’s Dilemma Before God 
 
No one can gain an understanding of the gospel without first recognizing his own rebellion 
against a perfect, holy God, and the severe consequences justly deserved as a result.  In 
short, we must understand some very serious “bad news” before we can adequately 
appreciate the “good news.”  There are two key elements to the dilemma we all face: our 
sinfulness and God’s holiness. 

a) Man’s Sinfulness 
 
“A person must confront his own sinfulness in all its ravaging depths before he can 
enjoy the comforts of salvation.”7 —Martin Luther 

i) What is sin?  Sin is any failure to conform to the moral law of God in act, attitude, or 
nature.8  

(1) Not just actions, but attitudes 
 
Matt. 5:27-28: “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But 
I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart.” 
 

(2) Not just acting wrongly, but also failing to act  
James 4:17: “So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is 
sin.” 

                                                        
7 Martin Luther, How Can I Be Sure? 
8 This definition is taken from Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, 490. 



(3) Not just actions and attitudes, but our nature—who we are at the core of our 
being  
 
Genesis 6:5:  “The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and 
that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” 
 
“A sin consists in doing, saying, thinking, or imagining anything that is not in 
perfect conformity with the mind and law of God.”9 — J. C. Ryle 
 

ii) Sin’s True Nature:  Defining sin in relationship to God reveals its true nature: sin is 
essentially rebellion against God. 
 
Psalm 51:4: “Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so 
that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment.” 
 

iii) Sin’s Universality:  All people are sinners and stand guilty before God.  

(1) Adam’s sin brought sin and death to all men.  All people sin because all are by 
nature sinners. 
 
Romans 5:12:  “Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and 
death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned—” 

(2) All people confirm this through their actions: all are sinners. 
 
Romans 3:22-23:  “For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God.” 

iv) Sin’s Pervasiveness:  Man’s sinfulness extends to every part of his being; nothing 
in him has been unaffected by sin. 

(1) Theologians call this “pervasive depravity.”  This does not mean that man is as 
bad as he could possibly be.  It simply means that sin’s corrupting effects have 
touched every part of his being: mind, will, emotions, and body. 
 
Romans 3:10-12:  “. . . as it is written: ‘None is righteous, no, not one; no one 
understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned aside; together they have become 
worthless; no one does good, not even one.’” 

(so far we have discussed the definition , true nature, universality, and 
pervasiveness of sin)   

b) God’s Holiness and Wrath 
 
The other facet of mankind’s grave dilemma is the character of God.  Indeed, man’s 

                                                        
9 J.C. Ryle, Holiness: Its Nature, Hindrances, Difficulties, & Roots (Moscow, ID: Charles Nolan  
  Publishers, 2001), 2. 
 



sinful plight can’t be fully grasped until it is viewed through the lens of God’s infinite 
purity and holiness.  

i) The Bible portrays God as holy.  This idea has two main components: 

(1) God is transcendent:  He is infinitely higher than man—separate, different—
He is wholly other than us. 
 
Isaiah 46:9:  “. . . for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like 
me.” 

(2) God is morally perfect and infinitely pure—untainted by evil desire, motive, 
thought, word, or deed. 
  
Isaiah 6:1-5:  “In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, 
high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him stood the 
seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered 
his feet, and with two he flew. And one called to another and said: ‘Holy, holy, holy 
is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!’ And the foundations of 
the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was filled with 
smoke. And I said: ‘Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I 
dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the 
LORD of hosts!’” 

ii) Because God is holy, He must respond with fierce opposition to sin.  This is the 
meaning of God’s wrath. 

(1) Wrath is God’s holy response to sin:  His personal, active antagonism to sin that 
derives from His settled opposition to every evil thing.  It is therefore right and 
necessary for God to hate sin and all who  
practice it.  
 
Habakkuk 1:13:  “You who are of purer eyes than to see evil and cannot look at wrong 
. . .” 
 
“The wrath of God is his steady, unrelenting, unremitting, uncompromising 
antagonism to evil in all its forms and manifestations.”10  —John Stott 

(2) Some think that the idea of wrath is unjust or unbecoming to a God of love.  
This is largely because we underestimate both the extent and seriousness of sin 
and the holiness of God.  Not only is God perfectly justified in His wrath, but 
without it His very character would be compromised. 

iii) In light of God’s holiness, sin has grave and inevitable consequences: 

(1) A broken relationship with God 
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Isaiah 59:2:  “But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, 
and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear.” 

(2) Enslavement to sin and Satan.  Sin places us under the dominion of sin and 
Satan, unable to break free from their control. 
 
Colossians 1:13:  “He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred 
us to the kingdom of his beloved Son.”  

(3) Consequences in life.  All the sorrow, pain, suffering, sweat, tears, strife, 
sickness, and death we experience were not part of God’s original good creation.  
They resulted from the entrance of sin into the world. 

(4) Eternal punishment.  The ultimate, final, and irrevocable punishment for all 
who die in sinful rebellion against God is separation in hell from God’s 
beneficent presence. 
 
2 Thessalonians 1:8-10:  “. . . inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and 
on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will suffer the 
punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the 
glory of his might, when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be 
marveled at among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed.” 

 

2) God’s Answer to Man’s Dilemma:  The Gospel 
 
How can we be saved from our sins and the righteous wrath of God?  The answer is the 
gospel:  the “good news” of God’s saving work on our behalf through the person and work of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
“The gospel is not only the most important message in all of history; it is the only essential 
message in all of history.”11 — Jerry Bridges 

a) The motive for the gospel:  God’s love and mercy 

i) As we have seen, the holiness of God demanded that sin be punished.  If God failed 
to punish sin, He would cease to be just.  If He ceased to be just, He would cease to 
be God. 

ii) But the Bible teaches that not only is God holy, He is also loving—love is essential 
to His very nature.   
 
1 John 4:9-10:  “In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his 
only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we 
have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 
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iii) This is the glory of the cross:  God saved us in such a way that, in one and the same 
act, He preserved His uncompromising holiness and expressed His fathomless love 
and mercy. 
 
Romans 3:25-26:  “God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his 
blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the 
sins committed beforehand unpunished—he did it to demonstrate his justice at the 
present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in 
Jesus.” (NIV) 
 
“How then could God express simultaneously his holiness in judgment and his love 
in pardon?  Only by providing a divine substitute for the sinner, so that the 
substitute would receive the judgment and the sinner the pardon.”12 John Stott 

b) The nature of the gospel:  Grace 
 
It is often said that “we are saved by grace”;  and so we are.  Perhaps the best one-word 
summary we could use for what God has done for us through Christ’s work on the cross 
is “grace.” 
 

i) Grace refers to “God’s free and unmerited favor.”  It is God’s freely bestowing His 
goodness to people who deserve only punishment.  Notice the components of this 
idea:   

(1) God is in no way obligated to show kindness and mercy to anyone—least of all 
those who have rebelled against His rule. 

(2) We are completely unable to earn any merit from God; we stand condemned in 
the courtroom of God’s justice. 

(3) Yet God resolves to extend mercy and favor to us in spite of our guilt. 

ii) Because we are saved “by grace” alone, we can never earn our salvation or contribute 
anything to it.  For all eternity, God alone will receive the glory and credit for 
graciously giving to us what we could never merit on our own. 
 
Ephesians 2:8-9:  “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” 

c) The substance of the gospel: the person and work of Jesus Christ 
 
As stated earlier, the gospel is the “good news” of God’s saving work on our behalf 
through the person and work of Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ is the gospel; it is His holy 
history, the news of who He is and what He has done for us.  The gospel includes Jesus’ 
birth, life, death, resurrection, ascension, and coming return. 
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i) Jesus’ birth 
 
Jesus is fully God, yet He was born into this world as a man, conceived by the Holy 
Spirit in the womb of a virgin named Mary.  Jesus is therefore both fully God and 
fully man. 
 
John 1:1, 14:  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. . . . And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” 
 
Matt. 1:20-21:  “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  
 
See also Hebrews 2:17; Philippians 2:5-8 

ii) Jesus’ perfect, sinless life 
 
Even though Jesus was subject to all the temptations to which we are all subject, He 
never once sinned in any way.   
 
Hebrews 4:15:  “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.” 

iii) Jesus’ death on the cross 
 
At the heart of Christ’s life and ministry stands the cross.  All His life had been 
preparatory for and led to that moment.  At the cross, Christ provided the ground 
of our salvation—the basis upon which God saves us. 

(1) Jesus’ death was substitutionary in nature.  He died on our behalf, receiving the 
legal penalty for our sins and satisfying God’s wrath towards us. 
 
Isaiah 53:4-6:  “Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we 
esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our 
transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that 
brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.” 
 
2 Corinthians 5:21:  “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 
him we might become the righteousness of God.” 

(2) Because Jesus paid the penalty for our sins, God no longer holds us responsible 
to pay for our sin.  All of our sins are forgiven: past, present, and future. 
 
Colossians 2:13-14: “And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us 
all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its 
legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.” 



(3) Not only are our sins forgiven, but we are also “justified”—that is, we are 
declared righteous by God.   

(a) Righteousness is a legal term: it speaks of a “right standing” before God. 

(b) God considers the righteousness that Christ achieved as belonging to us. 

(c) This declaration is a once-for-all, permanent event in our lives that nothing 
can change. 
 

iv) Jesus’ resurrection from the dead 
 
The resurrection demonstrates that Jesus’ death was an acceptable and effective 
sacrifice on our behalf.  Death is the penalty for sin, and Jesus’ conquest over death 
in the resurrection shows that sin has also been overcome. 
 
Romans 4:25:  “[Jesus] was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our 
justification.” 
 
1 Corinthians 15:17:  “And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are 
still in your sins.” 

v) Jesus’ ascension and return 
 
The ascension marks the beginning of Jesus’ reign.  He now has all rule and 
authority and He reigns in heaven with the Father, building His church, defeating 
its enemies, and interceding for His people.  At the time that God has determined, 
He will return to consummate His work and initiate a new heaven and a new earth.  
Then we will reign with Him for eternity, worshipping God and experiencing the full 
fruits of His saving work. 
 
Matthew 24:30-31:  “Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all 
the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds 
of heaven with power and great glory. And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet 
call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other.” 
 
Revelation 21:3-4:  “And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling 
place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and 
death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for 
the former things have passed away.’” 

d) The centrality of the gospel:  “The Main Thing” 
 
It is no mistake that this journey begins with an exploration of the gospel.  It does not 
simply mark the beginning of the Christian life; the gospel is to remain at the center of 
the Christian life.  It is therefore to remain central to the life, ministry, and 
proclamation of the church. 



Many people ask us why we sing so many songs about the cross.  This is a great question!  We 
sing so many songs about the cross because this is the most important event in all of scripture 
and we could meditate on what happened at Calvary the rest of our lives.   
 
“We never, therefore, move on from the cross of Christ—only into a more profound 
understanding of the cross.”13 — David Pryor 
 
At Grace Christian Fellowship, our goal is to keep the gospel at the heart of all that we 
do.  It will be the substance of our proclamation, the fuel for our adoration, and the 
source of our motivation.  We will do all we can to ensure that our zeal for the gospel is 
never eclipsed by any other doctrine, teaching, or practice.  Our commitment to you is 
that, with all our might, we will endeavor to “keep the main thing, the main thing.” 
 
“The gospel is not only the most important message in all of history; it is the only 
essential message in all of history.  Yet we allow thousands of professing Christians to 
live their entire lives without clearly understanding it and experiencing the joy of living 
by it.”14 — Jerry Bridges  
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LESSON 4 

EMBARKING ON THE JOURNEY 
Our Response to the Gospel 

 
 

The gospel tells us that God has acted through the person and work of Christ to save us from 
our sins and remove the barrier that exists between God and ourselves.  The gospel is therefore 
objective; it is a matter of history.  It is what Christ did for us; no matter how we feel, the ground 
of our salvation never changes.  We are therefore not to look inward for the reason why God 
saves us, but upward and outward—to the Savior who died for us. 

However, salvation is not somehow “automatic.”  The gospel comes to us as news, and it is news 
to which we must respond.  After Christ died, rose from the dead, and ascended to heaven, He 
sent the Holy Spirit to a group of believers in Jerusalem, thus giving birth to the church.  On 
that day, in response to the preaching of the gospel by Peter, the hearers were pierced to the 
heart and asked the perceptive question, “What shall we do?” (Acts 2:37, emphasis added) All 
who come to Christ must face this same question.  And our answer to that question will 
determine whether we truly embark upon the journey of faith in Christ. 

1) Our Response to the Gospel- (Faith and repentance)   

I often discuss the order of salvation at this point to frame this discussion- (election, calling, 
regeneration, conversion (faith and repentance), justification, adoption, sanctification, 
glorification)   

The appropriate response to the gospel has two components, which are often summarized 
under the term “conversion.”   

“Conversion is our willing response to the gospel call, in which we sincerely repent of sins 
and place our trust in Christ for salvation.”15 —Wayne Grudem 

Although repentance and faith are spoken of separately, they always work together in 
conversion.  There is no true repentance without faith, and no genuine faith without 
repentance. 

a) Repentance (one side of the coin) 

The Biblical words for repentance have at their core the idea of turning around or 
changing direction.  To sin is to rebel against God and His rule over our lives.  To repent 
is to turn back to God and to embrace Him and His rule and authority over our lives. 

i) Repentance is a command of God.  All people are commanded to repent and 
believe the gospel.   
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(1) Acts 17:30:  “now [God] commands all people everywhere to repent.” 

(2) This repentance has three primary aspects: 

(a) Mind: an awareness of the holiness and majesty of God, of our sin and guilt, 
and of God’s mercy and readiness to forgive. 

(b) Emotions: a heartfelt sorrow for sin and joy at the prospect of forgiveness. 

(c) Will: a willingness and steadfast purposing to turn away from all sin and to 
turn to God in obedience. 

(3) “The New Testament word for repentance means changing one’s mind so that 
one’s views, values, goals, and ways are changed and one’s whole life is lived 
differently.  The change is radical, both inwardly and outwardly. . . .  Repentance 
means starting to live a new life.”16  J. I. Packer 

ii) Repentance is a gift from God.  It is the grace of God that enables us to repent. 

2 Timothy 2:25:  “. . . correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps 
grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth.” 

b) Faith  (the other side of the coin) 

Faith is the instrument through which the saving benefits of the cross come to us.  
Salvation is “by grace”—grace is its ground--but it is “through faith”—faith must be 
exercised before salvation is received (Ephesians 2:8).  It is both a gift of God and an 
act of our will.  God gives us faith, but we are responsible for exercising it. 

(Illustration about spoon and medicine) 

Romans 1:17:  “For in it [the gospel] the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for 
faith, as it is written, ‘The righteous shall live by faith.’” 

i) What is faith? 

 

The New Testament word for faith, when used in the context of salvation, means a 
true commitment of oneself to God, an unwavering trust in His promises, and a 
persistent loyalty and obedience. 

ii) Saving faith has three elements: 

(1) Knowledge: We must have certain information—the gospel—revealed to us. 

Romans 10:14, 17:  “But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? 
And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they 
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to hear without someone preaching? … So faith comes from hearing, and hearing 
through the word of Christ.” 

(2) Assent: We must believe that what is revealed is true. 

Hebrews 4:2:  “For good news came to us just as to them, but the message they heard 
did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith with those who listened.” 

(3) Trust: We must place trust in what is revealed, being willing to stake our life on 
it.  This will find expression in our obedience and commitment. 

James 2:17, 22:  “So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. . . . You see 
that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works.” 

(Illustration about airplane or snickers bar) 

iii) We are saved by faith alone, but that faith is never alone: True saving faith 
will be validated by a lifestyle that testifies to the reality of faith.  True saving faith 
will always lead to obedience. 

James 2:17:  “So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.” 

iv) Faith is a gift from God, not a work that earns us favor with God. 

Acts 16:14:  “The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul.” 

 

2) Water Baptism  

a) We respond to the gospel with repentance and faith in the finished work of Christ.  
Having been converted, believers are also to respond by obeying the command to be 
baptized. 

Acts 2:38:  “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

b) Baptism is an obedient response of someone saved by grace.  In baptism, we identify 
with the Lord who has saved us.  Baptism cannot contribute to or bring about salvation.  
Baptism doesn’t save us—Jesus saves us through faith. 

Acts 8:12:  “But when they believed . . . they were baptized, both men and women.” 

c) Baptism is an outward sign of an inward work that has already taken place.   

d) Water baptism is a sign and symbol of the believer’s union with the Lord in His death, 
burial, and resurrection. 

i) Romans 6:4:  “We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life.” 



ii) We practice baptism by immersion, which vividly illustrates the believer’s 
identification with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection. 

e) Baptism is a landmark moment in a believer’s life, clearly marking one’s identification 
with Christ and entrance into His body, the church.  It is therefore our wonderful 
privilege as a church to celebrate these times together.  We set aside specific times for 
the baptism of new believers (or those who haven’t yet been baptized), enabling us to 
rejoice together and to welcome new believers into the life of the church.   

f) Grace Christian Fellowship also welcomes those within evangelicalism who believe that 
it is appropriate for the infants of believers to be baptized.  They recognize that the 
baptism of infants does not cause regeneration it simply identifies the child as a 
members of God’s covenant community who will someday have to make his own 
profession of faith in Christ.  This is similar to circumcision in the Old Covenant which 
identified infants as being members of God’s covenant community.    

 

3) What Makes Our Response Possible?  (talk about the Ordo Saludis here)  

In the previous lesson, we spoke about the pervasive, corrupting effects of sin.  Sin is 
not only what we do, but who we are: apart from God, we are sinners by nature.  So if 
we’re truly “dead” in our sins (Ephesians 2:1) and powerless to change, how is it that we 
are able to respond to the gospel at all?  It is here that the gracious nature of salvation 
becomes even more amazing: God acts, so that we can act.   

a) Chosen in eternity past 

i) God’s actions began in eternity past when He chose us and determined that He 
would save us.  This is often referred to as “election.” 

ii) Ephesians 1:4-6:  “. . . even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that 
we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us  for adoption 
through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious 
grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.” 

b) Effectively called  

i) God’s choosing of us eventually results in His calling us and drawing us to 
Himself. 

ii) God’s drawing us to Himself is often called “effective calling”:  God’s work of 
inviting and drawing sinners to Himself by His Spirit through the proclamation of 
the gospel. 

iii) While God is the one who draws, this does not mean that a person is somehow 
saved apart from his own willing response to the gospel.  Through the grace of God, 
the “divine summons” of God brings about the response it requires. 

(a) Romans 8:30:  “And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom 
he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.” 



(b) John 6:44:  “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him.” 

c) Regenerated (“born again”) by the Spirit 

i) When God calls us, He then changes our heart so that we can freely respond.  This 
change is called “regeneration.” 

ii) In regeneration, God acts to change our inner nature and impart spiritual life to us.  
As a result, we become spiritually alive and are then able to believe the gospel and 
repent of our sin. 

iii) Colossians 2:13:  “And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of 
your flesh, God made alive together with him.” 

d) The supernatural nature of conversion 

i) Given what Scripture teaches about sin, it is not surprising that God must do a 
supernatural work in our hearts before we can be truly converted.  Such an 
understanding of our conversion is important for our spiritual health. 

ii) “Scripture is clear in teaching that we are not all journeying toward God—some 
having found Him, others still seeking.  Instead, Scripture presents us as needing to 
have our hearts replaced, our minds transformed, our spirits given life.  We can do 
none of this for ourselves.  The change each human needs, regardless of how we 
may outwardly appear, is so radical, so near our roots, that only God can bring it 
about.  We need God to convert us.”17 —Mark Dever 

iii) “I believe in the doctrine of election, because I am quite certain that, if God had not 
chosen me, I should never have chosen Him; and I am sure He chose me before I 
was born, or else He never would have chosen me afterwards; and He must have 
elected me for reasons unknown to me, for I never could find any reason in myself 
why He should have looked upon me with special love.”18  — Charles Spurgeon 

e) We must act, but God gets the glory 

Recognizing God’s grace does not eliminate our responsibility to repent and believe.  All 
people everywhere are commanded to do this (Acts 17:30).  However, when we reflect back 
on our salvation and recognize that it was God’s prior actions that drew us to Himself, we 
are humbled and exult all the more over God’s amazing, undeserved, and glorious grace.  We 
realize that, in the end, the difference between ourselves and someone who is unsaved is 
not our own superior goodness, intelligence, spiritual aptitude, or anything within ourselves 
at all.  The only difference between us and them is the mercy and grace of God. 
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4) “Essentially Reformed” 

i) These Biblical teachings are often put under the heading of “Reformed theology.” 

ii) The Reformed view of salvation places emphasis on the activity of God and the glory 
of God in saving sinners. 

iii) At Grace Christian Fellowship, we refer to ourselves as “essentially Reformed.”  This 
means that we embrace the general, informing components of Reformed theology 
that we see as eminently Biblical.  Our loyalties are not to a man-made system of 
theology, but to the Scriptures.  Our goal is to think Biblically in order to know God 
truthfully, respond to Him appropriately, and glorify Him most fully. 

iv) In calling ourselves “essentially Reformed,” we imply that we do not necessarily hold 
to all of the doctrines that some Reformed churches do. (For example, our view of 
water baptism (?), the gifts of the Holy Spirit, etc., differ from many who would call 
themselves Reformed.) 

v) We never want to focus on more narrow aspects of Reformed theology at the 
expense of Biblical truths that are central, and that we share with many other 
Christians.  The gospel itself is what unites all true believers, and it is the gospel 
that matters most.  

 

Conclusion: Read Romans 11:33-36   

  



LESSON 5 

TOGETHER ON THE JOURNEY 
Relationships in the Church 

 

Review the previous lesson and then transition into today’s lesson!  

Although we enter into a relationship with God as individuals, we nevertheless enter into 
something greater than our own individuality:  the church—the community of God’s people.  
We will find that, besides being woven into the very fabric of the Christian life, our relationships 
with other believers are a tremendous means of blessing, both for others and ourselves.  God 
never meant for us to live the Christian life alone.  Instead, He gives us the marvelous privilege 
of traveling on this journey together. 

 

1) The Foundation of our Fellowship:  God’s Community 

To fully appreciate our identity as God’s people, we have to recognize where in the 
unfolding drama of God’s redemptive purposes we stand. 

a) Throughout the history of redemption, God has been acting to create “a people 
for his own possession” (1 Peter 2:9). 

i) God promised Abraham that He would make him “a great nation” and that through 
him “all the families on the earth” would be blessed (Gen. 12:2-3). 

ii) Carrying forth God’s purposes, Abraham’s descendants were formed into a nation.  
Their faithfulness to the covenant would result in their peculiar identity as the 
people of God. 

Exodus 19:5-6:  “Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, 
you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6 and you 
shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” 

iii) Christ’s finished work not only provided forgiveness of sins, but it advanced God’s 
work of creating a people for Himself by bringing into existence the church. 

(1) Titus 2:13-14:  “. . . waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our 
great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 
lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous 
for good works.” 

(2) 1 Peter 2:9-10:  “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are 



God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” (cf. 
Ex. 19:5-6) 

b) This is not merely theoretical.  Our lives are to give expression to the reality of our 
existence as the people of God.  To deny this by pursuing individualism or independence 
is to isolate ourselves from the express purpose of God.  The local church is God’s 
appointed context for this to take place. 

c) What does this mean practically?  What is God’s intention for our lives together?  Is 
it simply attending the same gathering on a Sunday?  Is it merely acknowledging the 
same body of doctrines?     

(1) Far from so many of our modern misconceptions, the Biblical picture of the 
church (Acts 2:42-27) can best be described as community:  a group of people, 
joined by a common life, united by common values and a common purpose, 
devoted to living out this life together within the larger society.  This is the type 
of church life God calls us to—a life that shines as a testimony to His work in 
our lives. 

(2) Acts 2:42-47:  “And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many 
wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And all who believed were 
together and had all things in common. And they were selling their possessions and 
belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, 
attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their 
food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the 
people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.” 

(3) This picture of the early church may seem too good to be true.  But in reality, it 
is this kind of community that God desires to create in His church, “a people for 
His own possession.”   

2) The Nature of Our Fellowship 

Because the Holy Spirit has joined us together as a community, our relationships are to be 
marked by this reality.  We don’t simply attend the same service, or enjoy the same 
interests—we have been united at the deepest level by the Spirit of God.  The New 
Testament characterizes our relationships with each other by the word fellowship. 

“We should not think of our fellowship with other Christians as a spiritual luxury, an 
optional addition to the exercises of private devotions.  Fellowship is one of the great words 
of the New Testament:  it denotes something that is vital to a Christian’s spiritual health, 
and central to the Church’s true life. . . . The church will flourish and Christians will be 
strong only when there is fellowship.”19 J. I. Packer 

                                                        
19 J.I. Packer, God’s Words (Downer’s Grove, ic: InterVarsity Press, 1981), p. 193.  quoted in 
Sovereign Grace Mag.  
  Adapted from CJ’s ch. In Why Small Groups? 
 
 



a) What is fellowship? 

i) The word often translated fellowship in the New Testament (koinonia—cf. Acts 2:42) 
is also rendered participation, partnership, and communion. The word expresses the 
idea of sharing something in common, or joining a mutual endeavor (often with 
sacrifice involved).   

ii) Biblical writers took up this word to describe the relationship believers have with 
God through Christ. 

1 Corinthians 1:9:  “God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

iii) It was also extended to describe the relationship believers have with each other. 

1 John 1:3:  “. . . that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that 
you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and 
with his Son Jesus Christ.” 

iv) The significance, then, for believers is profound:  our fellowship is nothing less than 
our participation together in very life of God, made possible by Christ’s work on the cross 
and brought about by the Holy Spirit.  Such fellowship is exceedingly profound and 
precious:    

(1) This is human relationship at the deepest level possible. 

(2) This is a type of relationship that only Christians can hope to experience. 

(3) This is relationship that transcends all other human considerations. 

b) This glorious nature of Christian fellowship must be the informing reality 
behind our relationships with other Christians in the local church. 

 

3) The Fruit of Our Fellowship 

Fellowship that is truly Biblical has both profound purposes and rich benefits in our 
relationships together in the church. 

a) Growth in godliness.  Sanctification is a group project.  God never intended it to be 
accomplished in isolation from other Christians in the local church.  All genuine 
Christians should have a desire to grow in godliness, and we simply can never progress 
on our own like we can in close relationships with other believers. 

i) We need the consistent encouragement of others. 

1 Thess. 5:11:  “Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are 
doing.” 

ii) We need others to help us resist sin and to strengthen our resolve for godliness. 



Heb. 3:13:  “But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called ‘today,’ that none of 
you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.” 

iii) We need the input of others to help us see our sin and repent from it. 

Galatians 6:1:  “Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual 
should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be 
tempted.” 

iv) We need to confess our sins to others so as to weaken sin’s power and invite 
accountability.   

(a) James 5:16:  “Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one 
another, that you may be healed.” 

b) Providing mutual care. We live in a fallen world, and the effects of sin—our own and 
others’—are all around us:  pain, sorrow, sickness, death.  God has promised to care for 
us, and much of His care comes to us through other believers.  Indeed, Christians are to 
be distinguished by their sacrificial love for one another. 

1 Corinthians 12:24-26:  “But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part 
that lacked it, that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the 
same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is 
honored, all rejoice together.” 

c) Benefiting from the diversity of gifts.  The Holy Spirit distributes gifts to build the 
church.  But God has also made us dependent upon one another—no one person has all 
the gifts necessary.  We need one another and the unique gifts each one brings to 
mature as a body.   

Eph. 4:16:  “. . . from whom [Christ] the whole body, joined and held together by every joint 
with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it 
builds itself up in love.” 

1 Cor. 12:7:  “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” 

d) Presenting a compelling witness.  Ultimately, our lives together are intended to 
present to the world a compelling witness of the grace of God.  Our unity and love for 
one another is one of the most powerful testimonies we can give to unbelievers who are 
lost, isolated, fragmented, and ultimately without hope. 

John 13:35:  “By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.”    

  



4) The Substance of Our Fellowship 

These benefits and more are to be the fruit of genuine Biblical fellowship.  However, to 
enjoy these benefits we must recognize our responsibilities as members of the body and 
position ourselves to serve others.  In short, we must give ourselves to purposeful 
involvement in each other’s lives.   

“Those first Christians of Acts 2 were not devoting themselves to social activities but to a 
relationship. . . . They understood that they had entered this relationship by faith in Jesus 
Christ, not by joining an organization.  And they realized that their fellowship with God 
logically brought them into fellowship with one another.  Through their union with Christ 
they were formed into a spiritually organic community. . . . We must grasp the idea that 
fellowship means belonging to one another in the Body of Christ, with all the privileges and 
responsibilities that such a relationship entails.”20 —Jerry Bridges 

The Bible is filled with things we are to do “to,” “with,” or “for one another.”  Here is just a 
sampling of how we are to position ourselves to experience true fellowship. 

a) Worship God together (Eph. 5:18-20).  Our fellowship with and worship of God is 
both the foundation and catalyst for fellowship with others.   

b) Pray for one another (Eph. 6:18).  Few things draw us closer together than entering 
God’s presence together. 

c) Carry one another’s burdens (Gal. 6:2).  This requires that we know others, and 
share with others—don’t expect people to perceive your burdens through divine 
revelation!  

d) Encourage one another (1 Thess. 5:11).  Consistent, intentional, and specific 
encouragement is to be a mark of those who serve “the God of encouragement” (Rom. 
15:5).   

e) Confess our sins to one another (Jas. 5:16).  Few things are more effective in 
cultivating humility, weakening sin, and promoting fellowship than confessing our sins 
and pursuing others’ evaluation and perspective.  Thankfully, God doesn’t leave us on 
our own in our fight against sin!   

f) Correct one another (Gal. 6:1; Mt. 18:15).  When we fail to recognize and take 
responsibility for our sin, we desperately need the correction of others.  This requires 
humility and examined motives but, done in a godly way, is a true expression of Biblical 
love and one of the most effective ways we can help each other grow. 

g) Serve one another (Gal. 5:13).  Effective serving requires knowing the needs of 
others.  Fellowship will both reveal these needs and provide opportunities to meet 
them. 

h) Invite others into our walk with God.  This, perhaps, sums up what Biblical 
fellowship is all about.  C.J. Mahaney defines fellowship as “the communication of our 

                                                        
20 Jerry Bridges, True Fellowship Colorado Springs, co: NavPress, 1985), p. 16-17.  
   



current relationship with and experience of God Himself.”21  Biblical fellowship is not 
merely “socializing”—it is sharing our common life in Christ:  life that is rich, enduring, 
and eternal. 

5) A Means of Our Fellowship at Grace Christian Fellowship: Home 
Groups 

One of the primary means of building relationships and cultivating fellowship with each 
other at this church is through our network of small groups—what we call home groups.  
While we are joined to all believers in the local church, home groups allow us to relate more 
deeply with a smaller number of people.  Home groups are not a passing fad at Grace 
Christian Fellowship; they have been a part of our church since its inception, and they 
provide an important context for accomplishing a number of essential Biblical priorities.   

“The value of the small group is that it can become a community of related persons and in it 
the benefit of relatedness cannot be missed nor its challenge evaded.  I do not think it is an 
exaggeration to say, therefore, that small groups … are indispensable for our growth into 
spiritual maturity.”22  —John Stott  

6) The Purpose of Home Groups 

a) Our home groups seek to help people grow by building relationships, cultivating spiritual life, 
and cultivating fellowship 

b) Relationships: “The Christian life is not solitary.  God calls us to live out our lives with 
him in the context of relationships- especially those relationships with the members of 
our local church.  We are called to walk out our relationship with Jesus linked arm to 
arm with brothers and sisters.  One of the primary purposes of the small group 
structure is to provide a context where we can establish real and lasting relationships.”  
(Equipped, p. 2 1st session)   

c) Spiritual life- “The small group should be a place of spiritual activity.  Our meetings 
should allow for time to cultivate and awareness of the Holy Spirit’s presence and 
activity.  His activity will be facilitated through encouraging each other through 
scripture, praying together, and seeking the ministry of the Spirit among us as a group.”  
(Equipped, p. 3 1st session)  

d) Fellowship- “Gospel- centered believers mature as they walk out their Christian lives 
with one another.  The small group setting is a place where men and woman can:   

i) Share the details of their lives with each other with a desire to grow in conformity 
to Jesus Christ.  

ii) Speak the truth of the gospel to one another.  
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22 John Stott, One People, p. 54 (Fleming H. Revell Co.) 
 



iii) Overcome sin by understanding it from Scripture and exploring its relationship to 
the thoughts and motives of the heart and inviting others to correct our thinking 
when it deviates from Scripture.  

iv) Help each other change through confessing our sins to each other and seeking to 
repent, with accountability to each other for our change.  

7) Our responsibilities within Home Groups 

Each member is important to the group, and should seek to contribute to the group’s health 
and success.  We each have the responsibility in our group to: 

a) Faithfully attend meetings and functions.  We’re much more likely to benefit if we are 
actually present! 

b) Willingly participate.  Come ready to contribute, to serve, to share, and to open yourself 
to others.  When the group has an assignment, diligently complete it.  Both you and 
others will benefit from your participation. 

c) Build relationships with other members outside the meeting.  Don’t confine your 
investment to the care group meeting—let this be the springboard to rich, enduring 
relationships. 

d)  Reach out to new people.  The home group can be a wonderful setting in which to 
introduce others to the gospel, the church, and other believers. 

8) The Christian Life:  A Life to be Shared 

The Christian life is not a matter of privatized belief.  Jesus described the existence of 
believers in astonishing terms:  “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes 
him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death 
to life” (John 5:24).  As we see in the New Testament, this life is one that is to be shared 
with others. Just the Holy Spirit is a foretaste of our eternal life in heaven (2 Cor. 1:21-22), 
so is the life of the church—with all its imperfections—to be a foretaste of our fellowship 
with the saints in heaven (Heb. 12:22-24).  May this amazing privilege be our ongoing 
experience as we “continue the journey together.” 

“By his grace, together we are being changed into the image of Jesus Christ through 
progressive sanctification.  Together we are experiencing mutual care, genuine fellowship, 
and the ministry of the Holy Spirit.  We no longer just see—we observe.  We no longer 
simply attend—we participate.  We no longer selfishly consume—instead we are carrying 
out God’s purpose for our lives as we contribute to the building of the local church.” 23 — 
C.J. Mahaney 

 

                                                        
23 CJ Mahaney, Why Small Groups? From CJ’s ch., quoted 
www.solidrockchurch.net/cjngroup.html (7 Aug 03) 
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LESSON 6 

PARTICIPATING IN THE JOURNEY 
Servanthood and Stewardship 

 

One of the realities of Christian existence is that we now belong to Another:  “You are not your 
own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.” (1 Cor. 6:19-20).  All that we are 
and all that we have now belong to God.  Of course, everything that we are and have—our 
personality, intellect, gifts, abilities, opportunities, possessions—has been given to us by God 
anyway (1 Cor. 4:7)!  Conversion simply gives the believer the opportunity to offer all of this 
back to God for His glory and for our eternal good. 

A common metaphor in Jesus’ parables is that of the servant—we are not called to be great as 
our culture defines greatness, but to serve faithfully. The words we long to hear on that final 
day are “Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matt. 25.21). Such is the nature of the Christian 
life:  serving is not something we do on occasion—it is a way of life.  The Christian journey is 
not one of observation, but participation.  In this lesson we will explore two of the primary ways 
we are called to participate in this journey:  through servanthood and stewardship (the faithful 
use of our resources) within the context of the local church. 

“Fellowship involves sharing what we have with others.  One of the most valuable things we can 
share is ourselves: our time, our talents, and our energies in serving one another in the Body of 
Christ.”24 —Jerry Bridges 

 

1) Servanthood 

a) The Christian’s Call to Serve 

There are to be no passive participants in the church.  Indeed, one of the express 
purposes of our salvation is to rescue us from an existence leading to death and to set us 
free to serve God: 

“. . . how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 
without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.” (Heb. 
9:14)  

Serving is therefore a God-given expectation of every Christian; as one disciple of Christ 
said, “We are saved to serve.”  But it is much more than merely a duty; what higher 
privilege is there than to give one’s life in glad service to our gracious, sovereign God 
who saved us? 
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Since our service for God is closely connected to our salvation by God, we begin our 
exploration of servanthood with the greatest servant of all:  Jesus Christ. 

(1) Servanthood is modeled by Jesus’ example. 

(a) Although Jesus was worthy of the worship and service of all creatures, he 
humbled himself as a servant, and modeled a lifestyle of servanthood for all 
who would follow him. 

(b) Philippians 2:5-8:  “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 
Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being 
born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” 

(c) Mark 10:43-45:  “But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great 
among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be 
slave of all. For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.” 

(2) Servanthood is mandated by Jesus’ call. 

(a) While we can do nothing to earn our salvation, our salvation nevertheless 
ushers us into a life of following our Master, relinquishing our prerogatives 
and rights.  A critical aspect of following Christ is following his example of 
servanthood. 

(b) John 13:14-17:  “If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an example, that you 
also should do just as I have done to you. Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not 
greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. If 
you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.” 

(3) Servanthood is motivated by Jesus’ sacrifice. 

(a) At the heart of all of our service to God stands the cross.  Because we stand 
forgiven, we are set free to find joy in knowing and serving God.  Because 
the Spirit indwells us, we find we have fresh affections for God and a new 
desire to glorify God.  We do not serve God in order to be forgiven or to gain 
God’s favor, but because we have been forgiven and have received God’s 
favor as a gift.  Gratitude and joy provide the fuel for the believer’s service 
to God and others. 

(b) 2 Corinthians 5:14-15:  “For the love of Christ controls us, because we have 
concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; and he died for 
all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for 
their sake died and was raised.” 

(c) “We should serve God not just because it is a duty, because serving Him is 
much more than that.  We should serve God because it glorifies God.  He is 



worthy of everything we can do for Him and His church.  Wouldn’t you 
agree?”25 Donald Whitney 

b) The Requirements of Christian Service 

The grace of God expressed through the cross of Christ provides the primary basis for 
our service to God.  When this is the case, our servanthood will be characterized by 
certain qualities that both provide godly motivation for service and assure that our 
service is glorifying and pleasing to God. 

i) Christian service is God-centered.  When we serve other people, whether they are 
fellow Christians in the local church or non-believers in our lives, we are actually 
rendering service to God Himself.  This reality helps to purify our motives for 
serving, helping us to put to death the isolation that comes from selfishness and the 
craving for others’ approval that comes from pride. 

Colossians 3:23-24:  “Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for 
men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are 
serving the Lord Christ.” 

ii) Christian service is others-focused.  When serving is motivated by grace, it will not be 
self-serving, but rather characterized by an authentic desire to glorify God and to 
meet the needs of others.  Few things so distort our service than selfishness, but 
grace-motivated service actively places the desires of God and the needs of others 
above one’s own. 

Galatians 5:13:  “For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom 
as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.” 

iii) Christian service is characterized by humility.  True servanthood adopts a posture that 
others are more important than self.  A servant doesn’t demand recognition or 
dictate how he is to serve, but rather takes simple delight in being used by God to 
meet the needs of others. 

Philippians 2:3-4  “Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to 
the interests of others.” 

iv) Christian service is empowered by the Spirit of God.  The believer not only labors for 
God, but by the power God provides. Dependence upon God for motivation, 
strength, and effectiveness in serving assures that God receives the glory for our 
service.  God gives each believer spiritual gifts that motivate and empower our 
service for His glory and others’ good. 

1 Peter 4:10-11  “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards 
of God's varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, 
as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may 
be glorified through Jesus Christ.” 
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2) Giving Expression to Servanthood at Grace Christian Fellowship 

a) An important aspect of membership at Grace Christian Fellowship is finding a 
place to use one’s gifts to glorify God and serve others.  Involvement in service 
typically takes one of two forms: 

(1) Spontaneous ministry opportunities:  We all have numerous opportunities 
provided to us by God to serve Him and others.  These spontaneous occasions 
encourage us in our dependence upon God and our cultivation of a servant’s 
heart.  It is essential that we respond to these unique opportunities as the Lord 
provides them. 

(2) Structured ministries of the church:  These include ongoing commitments made 
in various aspects of church life, such as home groups, music ministry, and the 
nursery ministry.  These ministries provide concrete service opportunities and 
meet specific needs, as well as providing a source of relationship building and 
ongoing accountability. 

b) Serving in the church provides wonderful opportunities to serve alongside 
others to accomplish specific objectives, meet identified needs in the church, 
and use your gifts for the glory of God.    

c) Suggestions for getting started: 

Consider which ministry(s) would be best suited to the person whom God has made 
you: 

(1) What do I have a passion for? 
(2) What spiritual gifts and talents has God given me? 
(3) Where do others see God’s grace in my life? 
(4) How much time do I have available to serve? 

ii) Where in my schedule can I make room for opportunities to serve? 

Begin as soon as possible!  Opportunities abound for you to serve.  Your home group is a 
good place to start; feel free to surprise and delight your home group leader by asking to 
be “put to work.”   There are other (and numerous) immediate needs, such as nursery 
and the greeting team.  It is usually wise to get involved soon and start small.  And don’t 
worry too much about your function:  adopt the heart of a servant and seek to serve a 
ministry in a way which best serves it.  We are all in the process of learning how we can 
best serve God and His church, so we might bear fruit for His glory.  

3) Stewardship 

Stewardship involves the faithful use of resources that belong to another.  An important 
part of following Christ is the use of our material resources for God’s purposes and to 
meet the needs of others.  In fact, Scripture is clear that an authentic relationship with 
Christ will find expression in the faithful use of our resources for His purposes.  For the 



remainder of this lesson, we will examine a second important means of participation in 
the Christian journey: the use of our money and possessions for the glory of God, the 
work of His church, and the well being of others. 

“Christian stewardship is the management of life and all its resources for the glory of 
God.”26 — Murray J. Harris 

a) The reality of stewardship.  The faithful use of our resources begins with a stark 
realization:  God owns everything!  All that we have comes from Him, and therefore we 
don’t really own anything;  we are merely stewards—overseers or managers—over 
things that belong to God.   

Psalm 50:10-12:  “For every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills. I know 
all the birds of the hills, and all that moves in the field is mine. If I were hungry, I would not 
tell you, for the world and its fullness are mine.” 

b) The significance of stewardship.  The faithful use of our resources is not only 
commanded by God; it is in fact an undeniable indicator of our spiritual health.  
Materialism, selfishness, greed, hoarding, anxiety over money—all of these reveal that 
our trust lies not in God but in money.  In the same way, generosity and faithfulness 
reveal that our trust is in God—by such things we confess that God is the source of our 
life, not our possessions. 

Luke 16:11-13:  “If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will 
entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful in that which is another's, 
who will give you that which is your own? No servant can serve two masters, for either he will 
hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and money.” 

Matthew 6:19-21:  “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

c) The substance of stewardship.  In addition to meeting our physical needs, God 
provides material resources to further the work of His kingdom through the local 
church.   

Throughout salvation history, God has called His people to support His work through 
giving. 

i) In the Old Testament, God’s people were to give a tithe, or the first tenth, of their 
income to God.  This practice predated the giving of the Law (Gen. 14:20; Gen. 
28:22), and was later formalized in the Law of Moses for the maintenance of the 
temple and provision for the priests and Levites who served there (Lev. 27:30-32; 
Deut. 14:22-24). 

ii) In the New Testament, giving to support the work of the church remains an 
expectation of believers.   

                                                        
26 Murray J. Harris. 



(1) Giving to support the needs of individuals:  

Acts 4:34-35:  “There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were 
owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold and 
laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.”   

(2) Giving to support the church’s leaders so they can devote their time and 
energies to serving the church:   

1 Corinthians 9:13-14:  “Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple 
service get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the 
sacrificial offerings? In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim 
the gospel should get their living by the gospel.” 

(3) Giving to support the extension of the gospel:   

Philippians 4:15-16:  “And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of 
the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in 
giving and receiving, except you only. Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my 
needs once and again.” 

iii) The practice of tithing illustrates important guidelines and provides a helpful 
starting point for regular giving to the church.   

(1) The financial support of the New Testament church is likened to the support of 
the temple in the Old Testament.  

1 Corinthians 9:13-14:  “Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple 
service get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the 
sacrificial offerings? In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim 
the gospel should get their living by the gospel.” (cf. Matt. 10:10) 

(2) Believers are commanded to financially support the local church where they 
receive care and training. 

1 Timothy 5:17-18:  “Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double 
honor, especially those who labor in preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, 
‘You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,’ and, ‘The laborer deserves 
his wages.’” 

Galatians 6:6:  “One who is taught the word must share all good things with the one 
who teaches.” 

(3) We are to give regularly and systematically.  This demonstrates a commitment 
to God and a trust that He will provide for all our needs (see Ex. 23:19). 

1 Corinthians 16:2:  “On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something 
aside and store it up, as he may prosper.” 

(4) In the New Testament, obedience to God’s law is intensified due to the 
transforming work of the Spirit in light of Christ’s work on the cross (for 



example, hatred is likened to murder—Matt. 5:21-22; lust is likened to 
adultery—Matt. 5:27-28).  In the same way, our giving is not merely to be 
thought of as “paying our dues,” but should flow from the giving of our entire 
selves to God.  In light of this, tithing is a reminder of God’s ownership of us, 
and is an appropriate starting point for our giving. 

2 Corinthians 8:3-5:  “For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and 
beyond their means, of their own free will, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking 
part in the relief of the saints—and this, not as we expected, but they gave 
themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us.” 

iv) Offerings over and above our regular giving provide for special needs, specific 
ministries, care for the deserving poor, and the expansion of the gospel. 

Acts 4:34-35:  “There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of 
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the 
apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.” 

Philippians 4:15-16:  “And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the 
gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and 
receiving, except you only. Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and 
again.” 

d) The heart of stewardship.  What we actually do with our money reveals where our 
heart truly is (Matt. 6:21).  But in addition to the command to give, Scripture also 
addresses our motives and attitudes towards giving.  Here is just a sampling: 

i) Giving is to be generous, not stingy. 

2 Corinthians 9:6:  “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 
and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.” 

ii) Giving is to be enthusiastic, not grudging. 

2 Corinthians 9:7:  “Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

iii) Giving is to be deliberate, not haphazard. 

2 Corinthians 9:7:  “Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (cf. Acts 11:29) 

iv) Giving is to be discreet, not showy. 

Matthew 6:1-4:  “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order 
to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in 
heaven. Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. 
Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. But when you give to the needy, 
do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may 
be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.” 



v) Giving is to be with faith, not anxiety. 

Malachi 3:10:  “Bring the full tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in my 
house. And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the 
windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more 
need.” 

 

4) The Privilege of Participation 

i) One of the great tragedies in much of western Christianity is the misconception 
that “church” is an ornate building or a service to be attended, rather than the 
community of God’s people, saved by His grace.  By definition, then, to be a member 
of the church is to be a participant in the life of God, with the people of God, made 
possible by the grace of God.  Viewed in this light, our participation in the life of the 
church is not an option, or the prerogative of a privileged few, but the call and 
responsibility of every person redeemed through the work of Christ on the cross.  
Having been purchased by God, we have the awesome privilege of offering all that 
we are and have to Him for His glory. 

ii) Ultimately, the giving of ourselves through servanthood and stewardship is not 
merely a duty—as if we somehow could “repay” God through our giving or service.  
On the contrary, before we can give, we must possess, and before we can possess, 
we must receive.  Therefore, all of our serving and giving is simply offering back to 
God what we have been so graciously given.  Our time, talents, and resources are all 
gifts from God, and it is a consummate privilege to offer these gifts in service of 
God’s glory and purposes.  What a gracious invitation God has given us to 
“participate in the journey” of the Christian life!  Who could imagine a more noble, 
meaningful, and fulfilling existence? 

iii) If you would like to join GCF- 

a. Read the Membership Agreement.  
b. Read the GCF Statement of Faith.  
c. Read the Church Discipline Statement. 
d. Have a clear testimony of personal faith in Jesus Christ. 
e. Set up a time with your Home Group Leader for a Membership Interview.  
f. Think of ways you would like to serve at GCF.  

 

 

 


