
 
1 Corinthians 15-50-58 

The death of death…  
Introduction:   
 
If you are single you have probably wondered, “what exactly am I going to experience on my 

wedding day?”  
If you are childless you have probably wondered, “What exactly am I going to experience on the day 
I go into labor?”  
If you have a job you have probably wondered, “What exactly am I going to experience the day after 
I retire?”  
If you are alive you have probably wondered, “what is exactly am I going to experience on the day I 

die?”  
 
We often wonder what we are going to experience on the most significant days of our lives.  Don’t 
we???   
 
This brings us to this morning’s text.  
 

If you are a Christian, you have probably wondered what you are going to experience on resurrection 
day?  That is the day that Christ returns.  This is by far the most significant day of your life…  Are you 
curious about this day?       
 
Paul tells us what we will experience on this day in 1 Cor. 15:50-58.   
 

This is the climax of his discussion of the resurrection in chapter 15.   
 
Here is what he has said so for…  
 
15:1-11 Paul gives evidence for the resurrection. 
15:12-19 Paul describes the implications for denying the resurrection.  

15:20-28 Paul describes the implications of believing the resurrection.  
15:29-49 Paul describes the nature of our resurrection bodies.  
 
The only thing left to talk about are the specifics of resurrection day…  this is exactly what Paul does 

on verses 50-58.   

What will you experience on resurrection day?  You will experience two things… 
 

Transformation  
 Victory   
 
 Let’s look at these two things and then make application….   

 

First, you will experience transformation!    
  
 Let me ask a few questions…   
  
 Who specifically will be transformed on resurrection day?  All the saints! 

 1 Corinthians 15:50–52 (ESV) — 50 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.  
 
 In verse 50 Paul makes the point that Christians can’t enter the eternal state in their current 
bodies.  Your current body is not fit for heaven.  You would be like a fish out of water.   Your body 



needs to be transformed.  Your current body will not be able to handle the glories of the new 
creation.  
 
 1 Corinthians 15:51 (ESV) — 51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed,  

 A mystery in Paul’s letters is not describing a puzzle that is hard to figure out or something 
that is hard to understand.  The term mystery means something that was hidden in times past but 
has now been revealed.   

 What is that specific mystery?   Some of the saints will be alive when Christ returns.  In verse 
51 he says that not all the saints will be asleep, or dead, when Christ returns.   

 This means that some of the saints will see the return of Christ with their own eyes since they 
will be alive when he comes in the clouds.   When he returns, He will transform their bodies.      

1 Corinthians 15:52 (ESV) — 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be 

changed.  

  When Christ returns the saints, who are alive, will see him with their eyes. On the other hand, 
the dead saints will rise from their graves to meet Christ in the air.   
 

Illustration:  I recently heard this story…   
 

“During the Civil War a group of soldiers had to spend a winter night without tents in an open 
filed.  During the night it snowed several inches, and at dawn the chaplain reported a strange sight.  
The snow-covered soldiers looked like the mounds of new graves, and when the bugle sounded 
reveille a man immediately rose from each mound of snow, dramatically reminding the chaplain of 
this passage from 1 Corinthians.”  
 

 Who will be transformed?  All the saints!    

How fast will they be transformed?  instantly! 

1 Corinthians 15:52 (ESV) — 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be 

changed.  
 

 Paul describes the speed at which the transformation will happen with three prepositions.  
 

He says that all the saints will be changed, “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 

last trumpet…”   

 
The word for moment is the Greek word atomos.  This word described something that could 

not be divided any further because it was so small.   
 
In other words, we will be transformed in the smallest amount of time.  In the time it takes to 

blink.   

 
Paul describes these events elsewhere-      

 
 1 Thessalonians 4:16–17 (ESV) —16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a 
cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the 



dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.  

 
 Who will be transformed?  All the saints!  
 How fast will they be transformed?  Instantly.  

What will be transformed?  Their bodies!   

1 Corinthians 15:53–54 (ESV) — 53 For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, 
and this mortal body must put on immortality. 54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and 
the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is 

swallowed up in victory.”  
 

Currently our bodies are perishable.  This means that our bodies are subject to disease, decay, 

and death.   
 
The older we get the harder it gets… 

 
Sore knees  
Sore backs  
Sore kidneys  
Eyes go bad  
Hearing goes bad 
Hair falls out…  

We break bones, scab our knees, and sprain our ankles.   
 
Our brains go bad…  (Brent’s dad)  

Our bodies are under the curse of sin.  There are perishable.  
 

No matter how much we work out, no matter how much Kale, broccoli, and free-range chicken 
we eat, and no matter how much we pay a personal trainer our bodies will perish.    
 

But someday our bodies will be transformed.   

1 Corinthians 15:53 (ESV) — 53 For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, 

and this mortal body must put on immortality.  

When Christ returns he will transform our bodies to be like his glorious body.  This new body 
will never perish.   Paul describes our new body in verse 53 as imperishable and immortal.   

 
CS Lewis famously speculates in his essay the weight of Glory that if we were to see each 

other in our glorified bodies we would be tempted to bow down and worship each other.  
 
In the previous section Paul illustrates the difference between our current bodies and our 

resurrection bodies with a seed and a plant.  There is a big difference…  
 
Visiting the redwoods last summer…   

 
In our glorified bodies we will never…  

 
Go to a funeral  
Worry about high cholesterol or high blood pressure.  
Worry about skin diseases.  



Go to a doctor  
Need physical therapy 
Take ibuprofen  
Sprain an ankle  
Hear about our friends dying of cancer or heart disease…   

 

Application:   
 
On resurrection day your body will be transformed instantly!   
 
This is cause for great hope… in fact, Paul calls this the blessed hope!!!  

Titus 2:13 (ESV) — 13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great 

God and Savior Jesus Christ,  

Romans 8:22–25 (ESV) — 22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning 
together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For 

who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  

This is our blessed hope…  what do you hope for, more than anything else?  Early retirement, 
the perfect body, perfect health, a massive bank account, a marriage partner?   

It is not wrong to hope for some of these things but none of these things will solve your 

problems…  but the return of Christ and the transformation of your body will solve all of your 
problems.  

On resurrection day you will experience transformation….  But this is not the only thing you 
will experience.  This brings us to our next point.  

First, you will experience transformation. 

Second, you will experience victory.    
 
 Everyone loves the experience of victory, right???      
  

 On resurrection day you will be victorious over death!   

 1 Corinthians 15:54–55 (ESV) — 54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and 
the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is 
swallowed up in victory.” 55 “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”  

 At the end of verse 54 Paul declares that death will be swallowed up in victory when Christ 

returns in glory.   Then in verse 55 he quotes two OT prophets to pound two more nails into death’s 
coffin.    
 
 Isa. 25:8 “O Death, where is your victory?” 
 

 Hos. 13:14 “O death where is your sting?”  
 
 Paul taunts death like GU basketball fans taunt opposing teams!!!   
  



Paul knows that death was defeated when Christ rose from the grave.  But this victory will not 
be finally realized until Christ returns.  But when he returns, make no mistake, his victory over death 
will be final!!!   Death will be no more.   
 

Death is a formidable enemy.  
 

Worldwide-  
   

 150,000 people die every day  
 6,300 people die each hour 
 105 people die every minute  
 In America 2.6-2.7 million people die every year.   

 
 Old people die 
 Men die 
 Women die  
 Children die…  these are often the saddest deaths…  
 
 Illustration:  

 
 My wife and I were in Walla Walla earlier this week.  We visited the Whitman mission historical 
site just outside of Walla Walla.  Marcus and Narcissa Whitman came out to Washington in the early 
part of the 19th century.  Narcissa Whitman was the first white woman to cross the Rockies.  They 
were incredibly brave, hardworking, and zealous people.  They came out to tell the native Americans 
about Jesus Christ.   

 
 After a few months Narcissa gave birth to the one and only child, a daughter.  She was their 
pride and joy.  Everyone loved the little girl.  When she was roughly two and a half years old she 
wondered off by herself.  It turns out that she went down the creek to get water.  She never came 
back.  She drowned in the creek leaving two little water cups behind.   
 

 Death came for her.  Death will come for all of us.  
 
 Death destroys everything!   
 

 Death destroys relationships  
 Death disrupts families  

 Death causes grief  
 Death causes some to question God’s ways  
 Death causes anxiety  
 Death often ruins those left behind financially  
 

 Some people are paralyzed by the fear of death this is called thanatophobia.   
 

 Death destroys life…  but when Christ returns you will be victorious over death…  but that is 
not all…   
  
 On resurrection day you will be victorious over death!    
 
 On resurrection day you will be victorious over sin!   

 1 Corinthians 15:55–56 (ESV) — 55 “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is 
your sting?” 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  
 
 Let’s focus on verse 56….  
 



 The sting of death is sin…   

Sin causes death.  If we did not sin, we would not die.  God takes sin so seriously that he 
promised Adam and Eve that the moment they sinned they would die.  

 
He hates sin because it ruins his creation and robs our joy.  Sin is a deadly poison that ruins 

everything.   Because we have all sinned we will all die.  
 
 The word for sting is used primarily to describe the sting of bees or scorpions.  When we sin, 
we are sting ourselves with a fatal poison.     
 

Illustration:  getting stung by a bee when a child on a church camping trip…  

 

The sting of sin is death…  Paul goes on to write…  

 The power of sin is the law…   

The law of God is good and right.  The law of God reflects the character of God.  There is 

nothing wrong with God’s law.  The problem is with us.  The law of God makes us aware of the fact 
that we are sinners.  See Romans 5:13…  

 
The law of God commands us…  
 
To love God with all our heart, mind, soul and strength 
To tell the truth 

To not covet 
To no lust  
To honor your parents 
To be humble  
To not be anxious  
 

When we understand the law of God we realize that we are guilty of breaking the law of god. 
 
Paul says that the law is the power of sin because the law magnifies the guilt of our sin.  

 
Paul’s point is that death is not merely the result of aging or decay.  Death is the direct 

consequence of breaking God’s holy and righteous laws.    

 

 How do we experience victory over these fierce enemies???  Lets keep reading…   
 
 On resurrection day you will be victorious over death!    
 On resurrection day you will be victorious over sin!   
 

On resurrection day you will be victorious through Christ.   
 
1 Corinthians 15:56–57 (ESV) — 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the 

law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
We don’t gain victory over sin and death by trying really hard not to sin.  We gain victory over 

these things by looking to Christ.    

 
Jesus is victorious over death’s sting because he took death’s sting for us…  
 
Galatians 3:13 (ESV) — 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a 

curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”—  



Christ took the curse for us, he subjected himself to the sting of death!  

“When a honey bee stings a person, it cannot pull the barbed stinger back out. It leaves 
behind not only the stinger, but also part of its abdomen and digestive tract, plus muscles and 
nerves. This massive abdominal rupture kills the honey bee. Honey bees are the only bees to 
die after stinging.” 

 
Jesus was stung for you on the cross.  He allowed himself to be injected with the poison of 

sin’s sting.  But…  here is the good news.  Since Jesus took the ultimate sting that you deserve death 
cannot sting you again.   

 
Yes, you will die, but you will be raised because death’s stinger was removed by Jesus Christ.   

 

Jesus won a mighty victory over death!!!   
 
 Illustration:   
 

Right after Hitler conquered France he made plans to conquer England.  Up to this point no 

one could stop the German war machine.   They seemed invincible.  Would England fall like the rest 

of Western Europe?   
 
In these dark days Winston Churchill gave one of the most memorable speeches of the 20th 

century.   
 
Here is what he said to the English parliament,   

 
“You ask, what is our policy? I can say: It is to wage war, by sea, land and air, with all our 

might and with all the strength that God can give us: to wage war against a monstrous tyranny, 
never surpassed in the dark lamentable catalogue of human crime. That is our policy. You ask, what 
is our aim? I can answer with one word: Victory—victory at all costs, victory in spite of all terror, 
victory however long and hard the road may be; for without victory there is no survival.”” 

 
We had a much more formidable enemy that Adolf Hitler…  our enemy has never been 

defeated.  Our enemy was death.  
 
Jesus fought death on the cross and one…  it was victory at all costs for King Jesus.  

 

He destroyed the power of sin and death!  The OT prophet describes what Christ will do when 
he comes again.    

Isaiah 25:6–8 (ESV) — 6 On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a 
feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 7 

And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is 
spread over all nations. 8 He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears 

from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has 
spoken.  

This is only the hope of the saints…   

 Because of Jesus Christ, the saints will experience two things on resurrection day-   

 
 Transformation  
 Victory  
 

But it is not enough to know about these things…  knowledge of transformation and victory 
must lead to application…   



 
Third, Application 
   
 In verse 58 Paul tells us how to live in light of our future transformation and certain victory.   
 
 He exhorts us to do two things…     

 
 Paul exhorts us to be immovable…  

 1 Corinthians 15:58 (ESV) — 58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.  
  

Therefore, in light of your transformation and victory,    

  
Be steadfast and immovable…   

  
The word immovable means to be total immobile or motionless.  

  

About what???  The context of chapter 15 makes this pretty clear.  We are to be immovable in 

our convictions about the resurrection of Jesus Christ.    
 
When I think of someone who is immovable I think of an O lineman for WSU.  He is named 

Cody O Connell he was just drafted to play in the NFL.   Head Coach mike Leach nicknamed him the 
continent because he is so hard to move.   

 

Why is he so hard to move?  Because he is 6 foot 8 inches tall and weighs 344 pounds.   
 
Don’t let anyone move you off of your belief in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.   Be like Cody 

O Connell.   There is too much at stake!!!  

 Paul exhorts us to be immovable…   

 
 Paul exhorts us to be evangelists…  

 1 Corinthians 15:58 (ESV) — 58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.  
 

 Paul says, in light of your future transformation and certain victory be evangelists.   

 
 He tells them to always about in the work of the lord.  The phrase the work of the lord is 
Paul’s abbreviated way of describing the work of evangelism.   

 We are to abound in this work.  To abound in something means doing far more than the bare 

minimum.   
 
 This raises a convicting question…  if others watched our lives for a week, would they say that 
we abounded in the work of Evangelism?   
 

Who can you share this good news with this week???  
 

We can give people hope…  
We can tell people how they can be forgiven…  
We can tell people that they don’t have to fear death…  
We can tell people how to get new bodies someday…  
 
If you are not a Christian this good news does not apply to you!  



 
 
When Christ returns you will be transformed and you will be victorious.   
 
This is incredibly good news for the world. Let’s pray…  

 

  
  
  


